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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, CSCE, SHUM, CZ 

SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH DEPUTY FONMIN 

1 . IN CONVERSATION WITH ME AT DINNER MARCH 17, DEPUTY FOREIGN 
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MINISTER VEJVODA WAS MORE OPEN ON SEVERAL TOPICS THAN IS USUAL 
AMONG CZECHOSLOVAK OFFICIAS. 

2. VAN DER STOEL VISIT: VEVJODA SAID THAT IN POST MORTEM ON 
THE NETHERLANDS FOREIGN MINISTER S VISIT, WHICH RESULTED IN A 
WELL-PUBLICIZED CONTRETEMPS ON HUMAN RIGHTS, FOREIGN MINISTER 
CHNOUPEK CONCLUDED THAT THE REGIME HAD HANDLED THE VISIT WRONG; 
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THE HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE COULD HAVE BEEN KEPT LOW-KEY, IF YUGOSLAV 
ADVICE HAD BEEN FOLLOWED AND THE CHARTER 77 SPOKESMEN HAD 
BREN GIVEN AN ENFORCED HOLIDAY AT A REMOTE SPA WHILE VAN DER STOEL 
WAS IN PRAGUE. 

3. CHARTER 77 - VEJVODA SAID THERE ARE DIVISIONS IN THE REGIME ON 
HANDLING OF THE CHARTER ISSUE. HE CLAIMED THE ISSUE IS MAKING 

IT HARDER FOR MODERATES, AMONG WHOM HE NAMED HUSAK AND IMPLIED 
HIS BOSS FONMIN CHNOUPEK IS ALSO NUMBERED AMONG THEM, TO MAINTAIN 
THEIR RESISTANCE TO HARD-LINE PRESSURES FOR TOUGHER MEASURES 
AGAINST DISSIDENTS. 

4. CSCE/BELGRADE: VEIVODA SAID GOC IS OPPOSED TO A POSTPONEMENT 
OF THE BELGRADE FOLLOW-UP MEETING, WHICH IS BEING MOOTED IN SOME 
CIRCLES. THE GOC WOULD PREFER TO GET IT OVER WITH ON SCHEDULE. 

GOC DELEGATE TO BELGRADE WILL MOST LIKELY BE EITHER 

DEPUTY FONMIN (US AND EUROPEAN AFFAIRS) SPACIL OR AMBASSADOR HANDL, 
DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF BASIC POLICY QUESTIONS, WHO IS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR CSCE AND BELGRADE PREPARATIONS. 

5. FOREIGN MINISTRY POLITICS: VEJVODA CLAIMS THAT BOTH HE AND 
SPACIL, WHO HAVE CONSIDERABLE EXPERIENCE IN THE US, ARE ACCUSED 
OF BEING SOFT ON THE US WHENEVER THEY TRY TO EXPLAIN USG ACTIONS 
AND POSITIONS, BUT HE ALLEGES THAT THEY HOLD THEIR OWN. COMMENT: 

WE AGREE THEY APPEAR TO BEAR UP WELL UNDER ACCUSATIONS, WHICH 
OBVIOUSLY HAVE NOT HELD BACK THEIR CAREERS. END COMMENT. 

HE ALSO CLAIMED THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS FOUND IT BENEFICIAL 
THAT I AM CALLING ON A BROAD RANGE OF CZECHOSLOVAK OFFICIALS, 
PRESUMABLY MEANING THAT MY CALLS HELP HIM AND SPACIL IN THEIR 
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EFFOTS AT EXPLAINING US VIEWS. COMMENT: THIS REALLY DOES NOT 
EXPLAIN WHY FOREIGN MINISTRY PROTOCOL MAY AT TIMES FIND IT 
IMPOSSIBLE TO SET UP ANY CALLS FOR ME FOR WEEKS AT A TIME AND AT 
OTHERS, AS IT HAS RECENTLY, COMES THROUGH WITH A CLOSELY SPACED 
SERIES OF APPOINTMENTS. THE RECENT SPATE OF HIGH-LEVEL 
CONVERSATIONS I HAVE HAD COULD INDICATE AN EFFORT TO KEEP SOME 
LINES OPEN WITH US DURING THE CURRENT EAST- WEST HUMAN RIGHTS DEBATE. 

6. SHIFTS IN SOVIET LEADERSHIP: I FOUND ESPECIALLY INTERESTING 
VEIVODA'S UNCOMMONLY FRANK REMARKS ON THE RECENT PROMOTION OF 
KATUSHEV TO DEPUTY PREMIER AND SOVIET PERM REP TO CEMA. 

VEIVODA INDICATED THE LEADERSHIP IN PRAGUE WOULD BE STUDYING THIS 
MOVE WITH GREATEST ATTENTION TO DETERMINE WHETHER KATUSHEV WAS 
BEING PROMOTED OR DEMOTED. IN EITHER CASE, ITS IMPORT WOULD BE 
FELT IN CEMA AND WOULD THUS AFFECT CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 

COMMENT: WE ASSUME CZECHOSLOVAKS WILL ALSO STUDY THE KATUSHEV 
RESHUFFLE AS A POSSIBLE HARBINGER OF FURTHER CHANGES IN THE 
AGING SOVIET LEADERSHIP, WHICH COULD LEAD TO CHANGES IN 
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THE CZECHOSLOVAK PARTY-STATE LEADERSHIP AS WELL. 

BYRNE 
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